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Gobi Announces Green Community Grant Awards for Local Towns 

BOSTON- Senator Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) joined members of the Baker-Polito administration today in 
announcing Green Community competitive grants being awarded to municipalities across Massachusetts 
to go towards funding clean energy projects. The Department of Energy Resources (DOER) has awarded 
over $136 million to Green Communities in designation grants and competitive grants since 2010.  

Senator Gobi, Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture, 
had this to say on the grant funding, “I am glad to continue to support funding for these Green 
Community Grants that enable creative and environmentally conscious solutions to our modern problems. 
This round of funding will provide these towns with needed resources to meet their energy conservation 
goals while reducing costs to taxpayers. I congratulate them, and thank them for their continued work to a 
Greener future.”  

Under the Green Communities Act, cities and towns must meet five criteria to be designated a Green 
Community and receive funding. 271 Massachusetts cities and towns have earned the Green Communities 
designation, which accounts for 84 percent of the Commonwealth’s population. 

This ninth annual round of DOER Green Communities competitive grants is awarded to existing Green 
Communities that have successfully invested their initial designation grants and previous competitive 
grant awards. The grants provide financial support for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects 
that further the designated communities’ clean energy goals. Grants are capped at $200,000 per 
municipality. Funding for these grants is available through proceeds from carbon allowance auctions 
under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 

The grants announced today fund a range of projects from ventilation system upgrades and high 
efficiency lighting to the installation of insulation and energy management systems at municipal buildings 
and facilities. Also included are the installations of air-source heat pumps, hybrid police cruisers, and 
electric vehicle charging stations. 

The following towns from Senator Gobi’s senate district are set to receive funding: 



• Ashburnham in the amount of $10,620 to fund energy conservation measures, demand flow 
control system and hybrid vehicle purchase, in municipal facilities including Stevens Memorial 
Library and town vehicle fleet 

• Athol in the amount of $22,036 to fund energy conservation measures, EV charging station and 
LED lighting in municipal facilities including Miller's River Environmental Center, Animal 
Control Facility, and town vehicle infrastructure 

• New Braintree in the amount of $173,109  to fund energy conservation measures, LED lighting, 
weatherization, and administrative assistance in municipal facilities including Town Hall and 
Elementary School 

• Sturbridge in the amount of $176,918 to fund energy conservation measures, weatherization, 
LED lighting, building operator certification training, hybrid vehicle purchase, and idle right 
devices in municipal facilities including Public Library, Burgess Elementary School, and town 
vehicle fleet 

• Ware in the amount of $198,339 to fund energy conservation measures, LED lighting, lighting 
controls, steam trap repairs, boiler upgrade, and weatherization, in municipal facilities including 
Town Hall, Middle and Elementary Schools, DPW, Town Offices, and Wastewater Treatment 
Plant 

• Warren in the amount of $22,102 to fund energy conservation measures, appliance replacements, 
hybrid vehicle purchase, EV charging station, and administrative assistance, in municipal 
facilities including Council on Aging and town vehicle fleet and infrastructure 

For more information on the grants awards and program, please visit https://www.mass.gov/green-
communities-designation-grant-program. 
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